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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SAN JO 03534 182307Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 
STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 ICA-20 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 
DOE-15 AF-10 EA-12 EUR-12 NEA-10 10-14 /182W 

046539 200121Z/70 

R 181919Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1995 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 3534 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, CS 

SUB J : GOCR APPREHENSIONS OVER PROPOSED REVISION OF MEAT IMPORT ACT 

REF: STATE 208648 

1 . RECENT U.S. CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW AND PROPOSED REVISION OF 
MEAT IMPORT ACT HAS CAUSED CONSIDERABLE CONCERN AMONG GOCR 
OFFICIALS, INCLUDING PRESIDENT RODRIGO CARAZO, THAT U.S. MIGHT 
ADOPT MORE RESTRICTIVE MEASURES AFFECTING ADVERSELY COSTA 
RICAN MEAT EXPORTS TO U.S. CABINET MEETING OF AUGUST 10 DEALT 
WITH ISSUE AND AT THAT TIME PRESIDENT CARAZO EXPRESSED 
CONCERN THAT PRESENT MEAT IMPORT QUOTA SYSTEM MIGHT BE REPLACED 
BY A NEW AND MORE RESTRICTIVE FORMULA IN WHICH CONGRESS WOULD 
SET INDIVIDUAL COUNTRY QUOTAS. CONSIDERABLE PRESS ATTENTION WAS 
GIVEN TO THE PRESIDENT'S PREOCCUPATION. 

2. SUBSEQUENTLY ON AUGUST 17. IT WAS REPORTED THAT MINISTER 

OF ECONOMY FERNANDO ALTMANN STATED THAT THE GOCR, IN CONCERT WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES, WOULD UNDERTAKE EFFORTS AIMED AT SEEKING THAT 
QUOTA-SETTING AUTHORITY BE RETAINED BY THE PRESIDENT. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF QUERIES RE PRESS REPORTS. MINECON STATED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 03534 182307Z 

THAT STORY WAS INACCURATE AND THAT GOCR WAS NOT PLANNING TO TAKE 
ANY ACTION RE U.S. LEGISLATIVE PROCESS BUT THAT HE, AS WELL AS 
GOCR, VIEWED PROPOSED MODIFICATION OF MEAT IMPORT ACT WITH 
APPREHENSION. EMBOFF CONVEYED SUBSTANCE REFTEL TO MINECON WHO 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR INFO AND APPEARED PLEASED WITH 
ADMINISTRATION POSITION RE HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE BILL. 
MINECON THIS WEEK ALSO EXPRESSED TO AMBASSADOR REALIZATION THAT 
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CURRENT AND LIKELY AUTHORIZED LEVELS OVER NEXT YEAR OR TWO 
PROBABLY WOULD NOT POSE PROBLEM AND REITERATED COSTA RICAN EFFORT 
TO REACH 65,200 MILLION POUND LEVEL THIS YEAR. 

WEISSMAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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